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Sunday, 5th January 2025 
Epiphany (transferred) 

 

Welcome to St Margaret’s, especially if 
you are visiting or worshipping with us 
for the first time. 

Notices 
New Electoral Roll Forms available at the 
10.30am service or online at 
stmargaretsoxford.org/electoral-roll 

Benefice youth pilgrimage 4-8 August in 
Pembrokeshire – contact Eva, Lucy, 
Claire or Siân for more information. 

Help needed at St Margaret’s – if you 
can help with readings, intercessions and 
refreshments speak to Frances. 

SMI Tea & Talks – Chaucer’s Wife of Bath 
talk Wed 8 Jan 1.30pm 

Jazz at St Giles’: “A Child’s Christmas” on 
Sat (11 Jan) at 7.30pm. Tickets: 
https://bit.ly/4h40lwH  

Daily Prayer at St Giles’: 
- Morning Prayer Tue – Fri at 8.30am 
- Evening Prayer Mon – Sat at 5.30pm 

Services on Sunday 12 January 
8:00am – Holy Communion at St Giles’ 
10:30am –Parish Eucharist at Phil & Jim 
6:30pm – Choral Evensong at St Giles’ 

For contact details and full notices, 
please visit our website: 

 www.StGilesStMargarets.org  

10:30am 
Parish Eucharist 

at Phil & Jim School 
(Common Worship, sung) 

Junior church will be meeting today as 
usual, but there is no teen discussion 
group today. 

President: 
Revd Dr Siân Grønlie 

Preacher and Deacon: 
   Revd Claire Browes 

Collect 
O God, 
who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the 

peoples of the earth: 
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to 

face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

https://www.stmargaretsoxford.org/electoral-roll
https://bit.ly/4h40lwH
http://www.stgilesstmargarets.org/


2 

Opening hymn: 
1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed! 

Great David's greater Son; 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free; 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 

2  He comes with succour speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight. 

3  He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in his path to birth: 
Before him on the mountains 
Shall peace the herald go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
From hill to valley flow. 

4 Kings shall fall down before him, 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore him, 
His praise all people sing; 
To him shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 

5 O'er every foe victorious, 
He on his throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest: 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand for ever; 
That name to us is Love. 
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Isaiah 60.1–6 

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
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Psalm 72: 10-15 
E G Monk 

 

 

 
 

10   The kings of Tarshish and of the / isles shall pay / tribute : 

the kings of Sheba and / Seba / shall / bring gifts. 

11   All kings shall fall / down be- / fore him : 

all / nations shall / do him / service. 

12   For he shall deliver the / poor that cry / out : 

the needy and / those who / have no / helper. 

13   He shall have pity on the / weak and / poor : 

he shall pre- / serve the / lives . of the / needy. 

14   He shall redeem their lives from op- / pression and / violence : 

and dear shall their / blood be / in his / sight. 

15   Long may he live * unto him may be given / gold from / Sheba : 

may prayer be made for him continually * 

     and may they / bless him / all the day / long. 

 

Ephesians 3.1–12  

3 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 

you Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known 
to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will 
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former 
generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the 
Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
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7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace 
that was given to me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very 
least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is 
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so 
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was 
in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 

 

Anthem 

From the rising of the sun  
Sir Frederick Ouseley (1825-89) 

From the rising of the sun 
unto the going down of the same 
my name shall be great, among the Gentiles; 
and in ev'ry place incense shall be offer'd up unto my name: 
for my name shall be great among the heathen, 
thus saith the Lord! 

 

Matthew 2.1–12  

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
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they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

 

Offertory hymn:  
1 As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to thee. 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
To that lowly manger-bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heaven and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin's alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee our heavenly King. 

4 Holy Jesu, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds thy glory hide. 

5 In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
Thou its Sun which goes not down: 
There for ever may we sing 
Alleluyas to our King. 
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Communion Anthem:  

There shall a star from Jacob come (from Christus, Op.97)  
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47)  

There shall a star from Jacob come forth, and a sceptre from Israel rise up, 
and dash in pieces princes and nations. 
How brightly beams the morning star! 
With sudden radiance from afar, 
With light and comfort glowing! 
Thy word, Jesus, inly feeds us, 
Rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o'erflowing!  

 

Post Communion 

Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Final hymn:  
1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 

Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
High on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

3 Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

4 These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
He will accept for the name that is dear; 
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

(continued) 
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5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!  

Please do stay behind for refreshments after the 10:30 service, served at the back of 
the hall. 

 

6:30pm 
Choral Evensong 

at St Giles’ 
(Book of Common Prayer, sung) 

Please join us at St Giles’ this evening for Evening Prayer. 

 

Prayer Requests
Sick: Julia, Caroline, Christina, Edward, Ian, Rosemary 

Year’s Mind:  
8th – Bob Torrence (1999); Graham Brooker (1999); Ken Davis (2000);  

  Don Ersting (2007); Margaret Carey (2011); Ian Taylor (2014) 
9th – Marjorie Letton (2011) 
10th – Jim Gray (2009) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CHURCH 
The work of St Margaret’s is largely funded by donations from 

members of the congregation and the public – we receive no funding 

from national or local government, nor the Church of England at 

national or diocesan level. 

You can donate through the links here:  
https://bit.ly/3yuuQva 

 

https://bit.ly/3yuuQva

